CRIER



COLONIAL CHURCH STAFF
David Fisher, Senior Minister

Lois Collings, Assistant

Arthur Rouner, Senior Minister Emeritus

Adult Learning
Gary Klingsporn, Minister of Spiritual Formation
Paula Berry, Assistant

Children

Ivy Beckwith, Minister to Children

Tim Fitch, Assistant Minister to Children

Heidi Juujarvi, Coordinator for Young Children
Summer Kelley, Children’s Choir Director
Becky Koppelman, Children’s Choir Director
Nancy Partridge, Assistant

Music & Arts

Timothy Sawyer, Choir Director
Charles Forsberg, Organist

Jeff Jensen, Plimoth Rock Band Leader
Lois Collings, Assistant

Outreach
Jeff Lindsay, Minister of Outreach
Paula Berry, Assistant

Youth & Young Adults
Julie Ramsland, Associate Youth Director
Sherry Chapman, Assistant

Administration

Karen Hartz, Church Business Administrator
Jennifer Lorenz, Communications Manager
Kim Watson, Office Manager

Sherry Chapman, Assistant

Accounting Department
Paul Smith, Accounting Manager

Custodial Department
Kathy Bahl, Custodian
Chuck Hubbard, Custodian
Tim Spaeth, Custodian
Bob Welch, Custodian

Other Staff

Jody Whitney, Wedding Coordinator
Kathryn Berg, Wedding Coordinator
Scott Evans, Sound Technician

Chris Janssen, Sound Technician
Marilyn Martinsen, Kitchen Coordinator

Colonial Crier

September, 2003

Quarterly Publication of

The Colonial Church of Edina
6200 Colonial Way

Edina, MN 55436-1900
Volume 57, Issue Number 1
UPSPS 122-460

www.colonialchurch.org

In This Issue...

FOCUS ON COMMUNITY
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Partners in Faith by Jennifer Lorenz
Colonial’s new Composer-in-Residence is helping to build a
bridge between two faith communities.

Building Covenant Community by Lanay Fjeldahl
Colonial small groups offer a wonderful way to get involved
in the Colonial community.

Fall Into Colonial
A guide to finding the right activities, classes and
experiences this Fall.

REGULAR FEATURES
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Dear Congregation of God by Rev. Dr. David Fisher

In Their Own Words by K.C. Glaser and Leah Welch
Colonial’s Youth Interns describe the joys and surprises
of building community amongst Colonial’s youth.

Owning the Covenant by Mary Fisher
Ron and Carol Dobies have made small groups part of their
journey since the beginning - literally.

The Passionate Steward by Linda Nyvall

A look at The Passionate Steward — Recovering Christian
Stewardship from Secular Fundraising by Michael
O’Hurley-Pitts. His is a different, and at times challenging,
approach...

A Special Thanks to the writers, editors and editorial board
that have made this issue possible.

Susan Ahrens
Mary Fisher
Dean Kevern

Lanay Fjeldahl
Cathy Pinske
Linda Nyvall



when many organizations

are “up and running” again
after the slowed pace of sum-
mer, when communities come
back together after time apart.
It is a welcome season of
reunion and homecoming.

It’s autumn, the time of year

This is also the time of year
when leaders of non-profit
organizations — including
churches — begin thinking in
earnest about giving and
stewardship.

I recently read an interesting
and challenging book on the
subject of stewardship. As a
professional in the field of
philanthropy, and a Colonial
member who has been involved
with fundraising and
development for this church, I
was intrigued when I saw

The Passionate Steward -
Recovering Christian
Stewardship from Secular
Fundraising by Michael O'Hurley-
Pitts. The author has extensive
experience working in
fundraising in a wide variety

of churches and other Christian
organizations.

Rather than try to put this book
into different words, I thought it
would be more meaningful for
you to hear from O’Hurley-Pitts
directly. The Passionate Steward
explores what it means to live a
life of faith as @ member of a
Christian community. The author
talks about our vocation as
Christians and the role
stewardship plays within this
vocation. His is a different
approach. See what you think.
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“Stewardship...is @ matter of living out our vocation as Christians. The values which
underlie Christian stewardship are not grounded in the Enlightenment’s sense of
individual rights, but in the idea of gratitude for our Creator, Redeemer and
Sustainer, and the inherent dignity which belongs to every human being, and which
at times requires the assistance of others.” (p. 8)

by Linda Nyvall

“...[O]ur vocation as Christians is based in our faith, and lived out (expressed)
through our acts of stewardship. A good steward is mindful of time, talent, and
treasure, and uses all three to engage in prayer, worship, acts of charity, mercy,
kindness, humility, and love, sustaining them all by embracing stewardship.” (p. 13)

“Stewardship is not the by-product of a committee meeting or a fundraising
campaign, nor even of the Sunday sermon. Stewardship is a relationship with God
that both receives and gives, making all things possible. Christian stewards
recognize their gifts, contemplate all that is in their lives, and devote themselves
daily to the conviction that they, as Christians, are invited into a state of duality: as
a child of God, the Christian is gift, and as steward, giver. Life as a steward,
contained in the covenant of our baptismal promises, and embodied in the daily
journey of our lives, is intrinsic to our Christian discipleship.” (p. 14)

“Passionate Steward” continued on pg. 14...
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m Stewardship

“Passionate Steward” continued on pg. 13...

“Like the widow of St. Mark’s Gospel,
with the mite that was ‘all she had to
live on” (Mark 12:41-44), good
stewards are impelled to give from
the well of their deep desire. Poor
stewards, by contrast, are more
concerned with the dollar amount,
recognition, and what might be
gained in return for their ‘gift.”

(p. 13)

“Like Christian life itself, stewardship
is a journey. It takes time, we
stumble, we fall, and we rise again to
pursue our Christian vocation. We
progress as stewards even as we
progress as pilgrims. In this sense, we
grow in the example of Christ who
matured ‘in wisdom and in years, and
in divine and human favor’ (Luke
2:52). Christ, in his generous self-
sacrifice, sets before us the perfection
of loving self-donation. He is the
Passionate Steward—the model we
are called to imitate.” (pp. 16-17)

“Just as we pray to deepen our faith,
or to better understand what God
calls us to be in life, so we must also
continually work to discern our
vocation as stewards. Anyone who
has engaged in the life of prayer
knows that the more we pray, the
deeper our prayer life becomes. The
stewardship journey is no different:
the more we engage in it, the better
we understand it, and the better we
understand it, the more richly we are
called to participate in the redemptive
ministry of Jesus Christ.” (p. 17)

“The essence of stewardship is that it
transcends the cumulative learning
and experience of its various
milestones. That is, it is more than
the sum of its parts. Hence, signal
moments in our journey as stewards
serve not merely to edify us, but are
transformative.... In this sense
stewardship falls within the scope of
Aristotle’s Metaphysics: it goes
beyond the physical, changing our
hearts, rekindling not only our
understanding, but also the very

expression of our human essence — so
that by being a passionate steward,
we who are good, do good.” (p. 18)
“Motivated by an understanding of
one’s Christian vocation as a steward,
the individual Christian gives, gives
generously, gives freely, and gives
without expectation of reward or
recognition. For the passionate
steward such a gift conforms to the
norms of scripture. It is an act of
love, freedom, and generosity — not
an act of obligation, duty, or social
expectation.” (p. 18)

belongs to God, and is meant for the
purposes of God: it is only in our
possession ‘in trust,” as it were. We
are the stewards of God's grace,
freely and generously given for our
sake. Hence we are enabled to give
from the abundance of God’s own
blessing, and to give sacrificially.
Giving in this way is so much richer a
transaction than parting with a sum of
money we believe to be our own in
order to meet some perceived need.”

(p. 35)

Excerpts from The Passionate Steward - Recovering
Christian Stewarship were reprinted with permission
from St. Brigid Press. If you would like more
information on how to purchase this book, please visit
their website at www.stbrigidpress.com.

“Passionate stewardship calls us to
recognize that all that we have and
are is gift. It comes from God,

Credit Card/Online Giving

Colonial has made available the option of giving through credit card
donations. While we are working to make this an option on our website,
you can currently be signed up for this service by talking to Paul Smith,
Accounting Manager.

Appreciated Stock Giving

Have you ever considered the tax benefits of giving appreciated stock to
fulfill or increase your 2003 Faith Promise? While gifts of appreciated
securities often are used for significant capital improvement commitments,
they also make perfect sense for your Faith Promise.

Direct Giving

Direct giving is an automatic electronic transfer program which allows you
to make contributions to the Operating Fund of Colonial without having to
withdraw cash or write a check. This option costs you nothing and saves a
lot of time!

Cash Money

While new online and automatic payment options make giving more con-
venient than ever, Colonial still relies heavily on cash donations. So, if this
remains the method with which you are most comfortable, continue with

your cash tithes to the church.

Legacy Giving: End of Life Gift

You can make provisions for this gift by writing a will, with careful thought
and planning, and the assistance of experienced financial and legal advi-
sors. This will provide future instructions to your family about your wishes
for gifts to Colonial through the Colonial Foundation.

For more information on any of these ways of giving, please
contact Karen Hartz or Paul Smith at 952.925.2711.




