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The Passionate Steward: Recovering Christian Stewardship from Secular Fundraising 
by Michael O’Hurley-Pitts St. Brigid Press – 2002 ISBN 0-9731378-0-0 

 
How we handle money reveals a great deal about the depth of our commitment to 
Christ. That's why Jesus often talked about money.  One-sixth of the gospels, including 
one out of every three parables touches on stewardship. 
 
Yet most Episcopalians are terrified of the subject of money, and most Episcopal clergy 
struggle greatly when the need for a sermon on money or stewardship arises.  Maybe 
you have heard the story of an Episcopal parish member who was critically ill in the 
hospital after a heart attack. While he was there, his bank informed his wife that he had 
inherited a million dollars.  His wife, being concerned that the shock of the good news 
might kill him, asked their rector to break the news to him as gently as possible.  
Doctor Smith," the clergyman said tactfully, "let us imagine, for a moment that you 
have inherited a million dollars.  What would you do with the money?"  Dr. Smith 
thought hard and long.  Mr. Camp, "he said, "Money means little to me any more.  I am 
quite certain I would give it all to the church."  At this moment the rector of St. 
Clement’s gulped, and staggered about the ward.  Then he dropped over dead. 
 
Now you and I know that story didn't happen, but it hits too close for comfort.  
Fortunately for Anglicans struggling with this subject, we have a fascinating source of 
help in the recent book of Michael O’Hurley-Pitts, The Passionate Steward.  Right up 
front he acknowledges the depth of the church's struggle in this area: we are 
increasingly showing signs of alienation from ... classical ideas of stewardship.  “[For 
many in the Church] resources are no longer seen as precious gifts from God with 
which we have been entrusted, he writes, but as assets by which profit might be 
gained.”  
 
The solution to this problem is not to adopt secular models of fundraising, which fail to 
consider the soul, but instead to recover fully the biblical theology of stewardship.  “We 
must help every individual Christian understand and embrace the idea that our vocation 
calls us to give, give freely, give generously, and, most importantly, to give joyfully in 
praise of God, and in support of the Church which continues to preach the gospel, and 
strives to preach the Gospel, and endeavors to turn away from evil to do good.” 
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